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Again, Odd Materials 


Starting sales 
talk with a neg- 
f ative thought is 


very bad, but 
there are so 
many plummy 


-f arguments in 
favor of an Odd Materials group 
that we glibly air their faults at 
the beginning. Here it is—some 
shell or bead or seed dolls look 
like the cheap souvenirs that they 
are, so hardly belong in a well 
selected group. Ah, but Ours are 
different—still inexpensive,  per- 
haps made from identical stuff, 
but when a doll has passed our 
Kimport standards, it can boast 
guaranteed artistry and a pedigree 
page! 

To be specific, when Clara 
Mathew assembles the rich old 
costume jewelry which people send 

her, the Jewel Bead dolls 
rought forth from this material 
will each be planned with imagin- 
ation and executed with precision. 
The finished dolls, pearls, crystal, 
carved bone, jet, or any one of a 
dozen jewel hues will be. sparkling 
little Mandarins, Musicians or other 
creatures of fancy. Their price 
might be anything! For a con- 
valescent, a hostess, or a bit of 
birthday, these most individual 
little beauties fill the bill. Per- 
sonally, we sent a gold and bronze 
one recently as a golden wedding 
remembrance for a couple in the 
neighborhood. Once a customer 
bought one—for a _  dollar—then 


said, “I want to tell you now there 


‘is one enameled bead in this worth 


$2.50; yes, I really paid that for a 
matching bead!” Now down to 
ordering detail, heights run from 
3 to 5 inches; Jewel Bead number 
is 199H, price $1.00. You may sug- 
gest color preference; we'll do our 
best. 

One more paragraph please, be- 
fore leaving this capable, friendly 
Clara Mathew, one of the many 
we have grown to love through 
letters. She collects, exhibits, 
makes hand done originals, and 
generously shares her delightful 
hobby in all possible ways. Here’s 
a Correspondence Clipping:—“With 
your Christmas greeting, the firm 
of Kimport becomes a family, and 
I remember back to your card 
when your Betty and Marilyn were 
‘busy with the boys’ and Kim a 
little guy with toys! With appre- 


This is Mr. Bleeding Tooth 
from Bahama. 
At last, He makes Front Page! 


_ 


ciation—I'll be doing you some 
dolls, and may the new year find 
lots of doll demand, especially for 
our own American craft.” C.R.M. 
“Again, Odd Materials’—so says 
our title; better get to them. 
Feather Fairy, we had a fresh lot 
of these fluffy white creatures 
made up to mention specially in 
the pre-Christmas number. They 
are so effective hanging on tne 
green boughs of a Christmas tree, 
along with other snowy looking 
stuff. But they got forgotten, poor 
little button headed descendants 
of the White Leghorn family! 4” 
Feather Fairy, No. 61, 50c. 
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From the deep south comes 
“Coggy Boy,” an acorn headed 
pickininnie with a grin that lets 
you know he is really enjoying 
that big slice of watermelon he is 
so liberally sampling. <A _ truly 
comical character in 3%” size, 
Coggy is No. 39, at $2.50. — 
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Other preci- 
ous, odd ma- 
terial dark- 
ies — by a 
strange coin- /7 
cidence, also@ E 

engaged in £: bie 
the  enjoy- 
able pursuit 
of waters 
melon mun- 


ching are 
Inky Dink 
and Inky 


Dudu, 3%” wishbone dollies with 
black cloth faces and frizzed yarn 
hair. They are No. 183 for him, 
183A for her at 95c each. 

From that feuding, fighting 
mountain country come a pair of 
slapstick cernhusk mountaineers. 
Ada Hurst who fashions. these 
lovable, laughable cornshuck folk 
puts a world of personality into 
the 5 to 7 inch Hatfields and Mc- 
Coys. Man is No. 150, wife No. 
150A, just $1.00 each. 

The sea offers a myriad number 
of interesting odd materials to do 
makers with the imagination and 
antistry to use them. Surely no 
one has put them to better use 
with a more vigorous blend of the 
two necessary talents plus a world 
of patience than Zella Layton. 
from her Florida home workshop 
egome the following four dolls. 

The Layton Shell Gin is the ulti- 
mate masterpiece in artistry with 
ocean garnered materials. She 
stands 6%” tall, almost completely . 
made of perfectly matched shells 
with sweet, hand painted face and 
exquisite armfu] of tiny shell “flow- 
She is so wonderfully done 


duly christened 
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that we have been proud to use 
her for our Florida state doll for 
several years, priced just right at 
$5.00, No. 1900. ¢& 

“Nina Plum- 
osa”, or at least 
thus she was 


by us here at 
Kimport, is a 
true beauty in 
her lacquered 
banana ‘leaf 
gown. She has 
a cue bonnet 
and basket fash- 
ioned from the 
nutof the plum- 
oso palm, trim- scapes 
med in Swiss chard and mustard 
seeds. Head is formed by a daint 
ily painted great northern bean. 
No. 1999S. Her height 4’, her price 
only $2.25. <« 


Dressed almost in the fashion of 
the famous Gibson girls is Miss 
Lucy Limpet. Her flounced skirts, 


| as waist, picture hat and even 


‘ 


bouquet of posies are all of deli- 
cate hued shells. A real master- 
Piece, No. 190L, $2.96. 


Tidewater Tess is 
a real conglomera-_ ‘ 
tion of sea harv- 
ested materials in- 
cluding sea-grape 
head and spawn 
case apron, all in 
a delicate twoinch 
doll. N®. 190T, only 
$1.50. 


Here is a last pair of “oddies” 
taken from the sea. Bahama 


features 


bleeding tooth shell gent is a 
cheerful and comical chap con- 
structed of shells strung on a wire 
frame. To say the least, he slightly 
lists but just enough to give him 
that rakishly looped look. Know 
what we mean? No. 272S at 95c. 


The last of our fishy folk is the 
baby Starfish doll, who spans 
about two inches from point to 
point. This sprightly lass is wrap- 


ped in a yarn bathing suit, topped 
by a big tassel cap and mouwnted 
on a card complete with water 

Shades of Atlantie 
N°, 1448 is $1.50. 5 . 
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colored waves. 
City! 


Princess Sioux, the 
popcorn doll comes to 
us from Sioux City, 
thence the name. Made 
of ai stubby nubbin 
ear of corn with the 
husk for garments and 
Sketched in 
and there you. are! 
This four inch royalty 
from the corn field is 


No. 67, special price, 
just &0c. 
Tobacco Jeeter al- 
tho originally made 
from the tobacco 


leaves which give him 
his name is now com- 
posed mainly of brown 
dyed corn _— shucks. 
Z You see, the tobacco 

wae tended to crumble in- 
stead of getting tough with age. 
Now Jeeter, a rough looking, big 
nosed little 34%” sharecropper has 
been changed to the more durable 
‘shucks but all the old appeal is 
still there. No. 199HF', 75c. 
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BONUS SPECIAL 


To finish our odd 
material group, here 
is one that is odd in 


struction. Made in 
Mexico, this five inch 
fellow of baked clay 
and wire, ‘common 
enough materials, is 
an uncommon good 
portrait of the “Grim 
Reaper.” Yes, he is 
a skeleton doll, used 
by the Mexicans in 
celebration of some 
special holidays, much 
in the manner of the 
Judas dolls. This 
scarey fellow is No. 
364, price 25c, but 


along free as a bonus 
to anyone who pur- 
chases $5.00 or more 
from the preceding 
odd material dolls. 
Sorry, this offer does 
not apply to other 
doll purchases, but 
just to those in the 
odd material article. 


AND NOT FOR SALE 

Here’s a new one, yep, one we'd 
like to submit to old Socrates or 
whoever it was ’way back there 
who twise-acred “Nothing new un- 
der the sun.” Mr. Socrates. would 
probably have relished the assur- 
ance that he would be able to pop 
in on us, come 1955, and see 
amongst other innovations this doll 
of Emma Sewell’s, in case, that is, 
Odd Material Dolls were one of 
his hobbies.. 


both aspect and con-. 


we'd like to send one. 


Oct. 21, 1937—Oh _ yes, 


Well, settle ye down, my imagi- 
nation, here is the flabbergasting 
extract from. Mrs. Sewell’s. report: 
“Talking of Odd Material Dolls, I 
made a doll from a small kidney 
stone I had removed about two 
years ago. I used it for the head 
of the doll and put it on a Swiss. 
dancing doll, removing it’s ceramic 
head and putting mine on it. I 
call it factually *’most expensive 
doll in my collection.’ Under it’s 
last dome, it has won two ribbons 
in shows in odd material class. 

“When my dentist extracted my 
last six lower teeth, I also made 
dolls out of these teeth; put arms, 
legs. and clothes on and then put. 
them on miniature barrels in a 
music box. I call them Emma’s 
Chit Chat Band. It’s fun—you can 
well know that they cause quite 
a lot of comment when displayed.” 


THE BRIDE WORE FEATHERS 

Amongst our files of clippings 
was a sort of double barreied 
paragraph concerning both. Bride 
dolls and those of odd materials. It 
is from the Grosse Pointe Review, 
Kimport 
was in business back then! 

First, it noted that a bride doll 
in Mrs. James W. Hughes’ out- 
standing collection twore the very 
orange blossoms on it’s “aisle 
length” train that had adorned the 
train of her own mother’s wed- 
ding gown. 

Then, the story continued: “From 
every country Mrs. Hughes has 
collected brides and grooms. These 
figures are made of almost every- 
thing, lead, wool, silk, crepe, paper, 
wax, wire and many sgh a of com- 
position. 
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Several times through the years, 
we have reiterated the sentimental 
and practical division of ‘mother’s 
wedding gown’ into several bridal 
outfits for heirloom dolls. But to 
pinpoint your odd material group 


into brides or grooms—that would: 


be quite a challenge! 


REWARDING AWARD 

The Dale Unger family of Lewis- 
burg, Ohio, is a foursome that 
we've kept track of and sent dolls 
to ever since Ronnie and Molly 
were little tads. So of course we 
were interested in a snapshot that 
recently arrived showing Ronald, 
half-a-head taller than his proud 
mother. Grouped with scout of- 
ficials and his minister, all stood 
in front of the altar where he 
had just been honored with the 
coveted God and Country Award. 


Now here is the Doll Talk excuse 
for here bragging about this lad; 
he had always been in on those 
“bargain busteds” which Mrs. Un- 
ger ordered periodically as sur- 
prises and busy work for Molly 
(now eleven). Some of these 
urchin dollies had taken a heap 
o’ hospitalin’, so Ronnie had ex- 
perience in whittling, modeling, 
glueing, painting and such. 


So-o-, his winning project for 
such a splendid award was a model 
of an Old Testament Tabernacle 
which he presented to the church. 
It was complete even to the “Ark 
—in the Holy of Holies,” and the 
stone altar in the courtyard; the 
priests, shepherds, etc. are less 
than two inches high, but all in 
scale. Yet the whole scene was 
over a yard long! A lot of work! 


‘known descendants 


CAROLINE PIERCY 
It is with deep sadness that we 
close the folder of Mrs. H. D. 
Piercy of Shaker Heights. Through 
the fifteen years of delightful cor- 
respondence this enveloping file 
has overflowed with projects, prob- 
lems, and achievements of a busy, 

beloved and brilliant woman. 


Caroline Piercy designed “Rosa- 
mond” who was the darlingest rag 
doll ever, carrying a tiny blue 
bound book of her own Memoirs 
in a pink gingham satchel. She 
wrote “Victoria Enters a Doll 
Museum,” “Sylvia, the Shaker 
Maid,’ and two other well re- 
ceived books which tied in with her 
Shaker background and interests, 
the Shaker Cookbook, “Not By 
Bread Alone,” and “The Valley of 
God’s Pleasure,” a history of the 
North Union Shakers, located 1824- 
1889 in Shaker Heights. 3 


Through Kimport and Caroline 
Piercy, a complete set of State 
Dolls was secured for one of the 
Museums. Dr. Piercy helped in 
one of their largest projects, the 
production of eleven rooms in 
miniature covering the period from 
1620 to 1890. They are complete 
with furniture and _ decorations 
and are peopled by authentic 
of Richard 
Warren who came over on the 
Mayflower. These rooms were 
given to the Western Reserve His- 
torical Society. 


If sharing in the sorrow of her 
loss will be a bit of comfort to 
Dr. Piercy and their two married 
daughters, surely the love and re- 


gard of hundreds of us may help, 
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When shipments from Nicara- 
gua, British Guiana and Haiti ar- 
rive within a few days of each 
other, we have a motley assemb- 
lage on the big receiving table. 
Only a collector could lovingly 
appreciate Nicaraguan ‘“‘Nela”’ who 


is crudely made, definitely homely © 


and just the gal to be returned 
by some finicky person with de- 
mandingly set standards. We did 
not make her, of course; honestly 
though, we were pleased as punch 
to find this native made Nicara- 
guan, tall and straight as a Powers 
model, but still a rag doll dressed 
in coarse but clean, fresh cottons. 
Big black eyes and other features 
are embroidered; she carries vari- 
ous belongings, a clay pot or a 
flatiron, atop her proud head; her 
necklace may be beads or colored 
corn. We think 10% inch Nela 
is the perfect personality to have 
come from a struggling, steamy 
little Central American Republic. 


No. $51A, $3.50. 

Grotesque? Maybe, but, oh, so 
interesting are the Balata Sap 
(odd material) Hindus from Brit- 
ish Guiana. During the war years 
we could not get these hawk- 
nosed, beady-eyed little men and 
fwomen, but certainly aim to keep 
@® goodly stock now. They are 
utterly different from any other 
imports. Wand fashioned of raw 
rubber, jointed, dressed in tradi- 
tional sari and such as their East- 
-ern ancestors wore, including the 
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brass nose and ear decorations of A 
the lady. These 7 inch dolls, No. 
279 for the man and 279A for her, 
are a must for any collector who 
places fascinating authenticity over 
mere vapid beauty. Price is $3.95 
each. 


So 


From Haiti, the Black Republic, 
we recently received a big, and I 
do mean big, shipment of 4% inch 
Voodoo Drummers and Market 
Women. We had to buy a heap of 
’em to get the right price for you, 
but they are such vibrant little 
busybodies that everybody will 
love them! These dolls are vividly 
dressed with a flash of snow-white 
eyeballs and shocking pink lips 
glowing on their chocolate brown 
faces. Stark color is so dear to 
the native hearts. Jinny Maria 
has a big basket of fruit atop her 
head while Christophe pounds 
away on a wooden conga drum, 


| 
| 


' 
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Solid wood ‘bases firmly attached 
allow them to stand alone. Drum- 
mer Man, No. 369, $1.25; Market 
Woman, 369A, $1.25. 
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Now to switch our attention to 
the European scene, here are some 
dolls we have wanted to be able 


to offer for a long time. Many 
of you have had requests in for 
some good authentic German dolls 
in a moderate price range and at 
last, we can say “we have ’em.” 
The pictured threesome are real 


German woodcarved dolls, and cute 


as can be! ‘Their features are 
hand painted and costumes are 
gay shades of cotton and felt. 
Mother and children with movable 
arms and legs are 7% inches and 
5 inches. respectively. There were 
a few “fathers,” too. He is No. 619, 
$4.95. Mother, No. 619A, $4.95; Boy, 
N°. 617, $3.00; Girl, 617A, $3.00. 
While on the subject of Euro- 
(pean woodcarved dolls, it would 
be an oversight indeed if we failed 
to mention, Trudy of Lucerne, a 


10 inch masterpiece of Swiss 
craftsmanship. She is a_ true 
beauty, with delicate carved fea- 


tures complete even to the comb 
marks in her hair. MIngeniously 
jointed at hips, knees, shoulders 
and elbows, with a swivel neck, 
Trudy is nicely dressed in the typi- 
cal peasant costume of her native 
province. This blue-eyed daughter 
of tiny Switzerland is No. 1054, 
$14.95. 

‘Looks like v-e didn’t do much 
for June Brides this time, but 
there are a few pairs here of Mor- 


occan leather wedding couples. 
These strangely crafted dolls with 
faces ingeniously shaped and 


painted, with leather limbs and 
North African garments are about 
9 inches tall. No. 100S for him, 
100T for her. Special $5.00 each. 
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Sometimes we are reminded of 
the old O. Henry story where the 
Champ Pug young husband nearly 
tears up New York City because 
his bride had ho-hummed “wish 
I had a peach.” Well, the payoff, 
you may remember, ts when he re- 
turns two frantic hours later 
triumphantly bearing an _ artifi- 
cially ripened Elberta from the 
fanciest gambling house up town 
-—to be greeted with—“did I say 
peach? An apple would have 
tasted better.” 


If our resilient attitude of trying 
again is any criterion, we'll gam- 
ble that pretty little new wife suf- 
fered no permanent’ knockout. 
Special assignments, your probable 
“what’s next,” “Please let me know 
if you get in—” these are the sug- 
gestions that challenge and de- 
light! 

Down to cases, one of the mus- 
eums which we have furnished 
rare dolls, asked for an old porce- 
lain eyed, waxed head whose hair 
came out from a slit top, sort of 
like a center part. We scurried and 
sought, but by the time a museum 
class specimen was in hand—“ho- 
hum, an apple would have done!” 
So it is perhaps your gain. 

Five such, dating back to the 
1320’s are now accumulated here, 
all at special prices. Most per- 
fectly preserved is a 22 inch waxed 
one with a hand-made body, the 
stubby little feet encased in blue 
glazed chintz, but original, and 


there is a pinked edged petticoat 
of the same material. She wears 
a fascinating old blue stripe dress 
made with skirt and overblouse. 
One of the first type to have a wig, 
it is made with a slit top head, 
the fine hair working through on 
this one to form precious little 
ringlets all around. Eyes. are 
brown porcelain; the arms _ also 
help date this doll as back in the 
1820’s as they are red leather, two 
finger kind, a very early type. She 
is really delightful! No. A242, at 
$80.00. 

Almost the same size, 23 inches, 
and of like vintage is “Rose Ruth.” 
She is quite sweet faced, even 
fresh looking, with a bit of skill- 
ful wax touching up to soften the 
lines of a hundred and thirty odd 
years. Crimson leather arms; 
once blonde but now platinum are 
her locks of fine human hair, big 
brown “blob” eyes; deep shoulders. 
Her all hand-made frock is sheer 
white with many tucks, laid gath- 
ers and lots of fine old linen lace. 
It could be as old as the doll 
No. A474, $72.00. 


The next slit top oldie is the 
largest we’ve seen, a good 29 inches 
tall, with blue eyes that I’m sure 
used to open and shut by pulling 
a wire. There’s a tell-tale patch 
on her big old home-made body 
where this marvelous apparatus 
used to protrude. A sly tug up um 
der her skirts would utterly con- 
found little visitors, ’way back in 
Georgian England. Quite ample 
blonde hair, nice tan leather hands, 
original red Morocco shoes, and 
voluminously full, sheer dress of 
palest pink tint mull. She also 
wore a becoming chip straw hat 
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on her journey across the ocean 
to Kimport. N®, A450, $50.00. 


Please don’t get the idea that 
waxed slit top doll heads are easy 
to find. Far from it, but we are 
bragging a little about accumu- 
lating five. This fourth must be 
loved for her rarity and person- 
ality rather than her beauty. True, 
her rounded out glass eyes are a 
lovely blue, her arms pink kid of 
that three finger plus thumb sty- 
ling, and her finest mull hand- 
made clothes really precious. But 
—her waxed face, round as a moon 
is lined with a few honest age 
cracks, her grayed hair under- 
standably wispy. The clothes 
though are of her period, original 
we would imagine, and ever so 
beautifully hand-made. There is 
considerable value in a dress, un- 
derthings and intriguing old shir- 
red bonnet such as she wears. 
Someone will really appreciate 19 
inch, No. A526, at $55.00. 


And the fifth is “Lady Shrews- 
bury” whose wire has not rusted 
out—whose brown porcelain eyes 
do open and close at that sleight 
of hand, under-the-skirt touch. 
Wonderful old doll, 24% inches 
tall; her arms and slippers are of 
the same bright rose red leather; 
fragile, long pantalettes, matching 
tucked petticoat and taffeta dress 
and quaintest little bonnet, all ori- 
ginal, we should think. Circa 1820, 
No. A592, $115.00. 


Some of the waxes are so beau- 
tiful though that we're hiding at 
least one away for when Doll Talk 
comes to you. “Phronsie” is not 
an antique “character” like the 
slit tops but a sleeping eyed thick- 


wax of creamy smooth complexion. 


She is 22 inches long, a girl baby 
with finest straight blonde hair 
applied and inset, not by the Mon- 
tanaris, but a beautiful example 
of some of their contemporaries’ 
work. Large paperweight eyes are 
darkish blue with waxed lids; well 
shaped composition limbs, wax 
coated; deep shoulders and her 
outfit of clothes—“‘out of this 
world!” The 28 inch long christen- 
ing robe type of dress is com- 
pletely center paneled with hand- 
run tucks and insertion: such tiny 
hand stitches, laid gathers, these 
and fine tucks on the petticoat, 
too. Silk briar-stitch, oh, so tiny, 
on flannel pinning blanket; on the 
old bonnet, half dozen rows of 
shirred puffing with draw cords 
run through all, and round me- 
dallion back center that is per- 
fection in delicate embroidery! 
We simply have to give an idea of 
these authentic, exquisitely made 
doll clothes—they are valuable in 


their own antique right, and 
Phronsie is delightful! No. A598, 
$83.00. 


Pretty dolls do sell better, so 
even tho Ye Ed may prefer some 
folksy ones, why not a string of 
beauties ? 


First, is a slender lady type 
French bisque head with very 
large dark brown blown eyes. The 
bisque is sort of soft, not a bit of 
glaze to it—some early type, and 
a ball head with little holes pierced 
below her tiny ears in which we 
put the earrings. Bisque arms are 
nice old ones with dimples and 
nail markings; no chipped fingers; 
on hand-made glove body— that’s 
what the woman said who sent it 
in from England, and it has been 
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made, I am sure, out of fine, long, 
white kid gloves. No. A574 at 
$72.00 is 16% inches tall, is be- 
comingly dressed in peach bro- 
caded silk. Her closed mouth is 
especially pretty with a little line 
painted through the center. 


There is another ball head, too, 
but quite different looking is this 
prim, plump little one with ori- 
ginal blonde wig and blown blue 
glass eyes; tiny little mouth, and 
a dimple in the chin; closed 
mouth, of course. She also has 
perfect hands; old parian legs 
with high heeled boots, all original 
condition and costume, too, which 
is Welsh, with handloomed skirt 
and apron; precious old lace hood 
with lots of lace pleating at the 
sides, and a high beaver hat. She 
is 15 inches tall; dates 1870, ac- 
cording to a paper on her. No. 
A596, price, $55.00. 


Because the ball head French 
bisques rank so high at all doll 
beauty contests, one more love, 
this time with the blown glass 
eyes that stand out round-like, in 
a gorgeous deep shade of brown— 
that is unusual. Original, blonde 
wig; kid leather body, even the 
feet, but the arms are bisque with 
just a tiny tip off of one little 


finger. We got this doll in Ken- 
tucky; laundered her nice old 
clothes; the old blue stockings 


and cute strap slippers are as 
they were. She is 17% inches tall; 
dates around 1870, and a real 
beauty. N°, A562, and only $68.00. 

There is one 18 inch French bis- 
que with modeled hair, unusual in 
that she has lovely old adult type 
hands and barefoot legs (one glued 
at a break) of the same old pink 


bisque. Pretty as a doll with big 
blue (painted) eyes and corn yel- 
low bisque curls. Her 4% inch 
head is perfect. Original old cloth 
body is adult shaped and her cos- 
tume, French provincial felt, em- 
broidered ribbon, gilt and fancy 
braids and rich old lace. Bestow 
on her your favorite French name 
—No. A597, $638.00. 


What’s beautiful in glazed china? 
After browsing around we decided 
on three of the choicest of the 
Donnelly collection of half dolls, 
“pincushion,” some say. 

In perfect condition and of real 
artist workmanship are all three, 
but “Aristocrat” in a long waisted 
pinch bodice of radiant yellow is 
perhaps the rarest. Her brown 
lustrous hair is built high as the 
face length with a great braid and 
shoulder curls; stippled around 
her high brow; slim features finely 
modeled and painted like a minia- 
ture. Separated fingers on her 
gracefully cupped hands; there are 
twhite, pushed back ruffles at her 
elbows and a panelof white etched 
on black down the front of her 
bodice. Nicely made up with silk, 
velvet and jet, 7% inches over ail, 
the porcelain part about 5 inches. 
No. DA563, $22.00. 


Larger, porcelain half doll over 
6 inches with considerably bigger 
head; also has brown stipple edged 
hair with little curls in front of 
the covered ears, a huge chignon 
and three curls down the back of 
the neck. High luster finish, 
beautiful hands, profile and 
rounded breasts. Made up with 
rose velveteen, hand embroidered, 
there is a scarf of really antique 
and elegant embroidered silk chif- 
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fon. Eleven inches 
DA564, $20.00. 

The third rare half doll, the 
smallest, stands 8 inches with 
china part 4% inches. Her “pow- 
dered” Colonial dame hair style 


features lots of really rounded 


high, No. 


curls topped by a looped knot, all - 


brush lined in gray; there is a 
festoon of enamel dots; blue eyes; 
pinker complexion than the brown 
haired ones, delicate hands and 
modeled breasts. Made up with 
metallic threaded lace—all, of 
course in bouffant style over their 
- (padded cushion bases. ‘Colonial’ 
is No. DA539, $17.00. (There is a 
beauty patch?—tiny flaw, we're 
afraid, under one jaw.) 

This time we have kept to pretty 
special kinds. ‘There are, oh, so 
many wonderful ones here at Kim- 
port. Any time you will give us 
the word we will be delighted to 
write about and hold, really an 
excellent way to avoid disappoint- 
ment. 


A NEW KIMPORT SERVICE 

We have made up lists of es- 
pecially good antiques now avail- 
able at Kimport and will be glad 
to mail one free on your request. 
There are three lists: AL1: Dolls 
$20-00 or less; AL2; $25.00 to $50.00; 
and AL3: Extra value dolls $5¥.00 
to $200.00 each. Please indicate 
list of interest to you. 

We will also be glad to write 
you about any special kind of doll 
you may want to acquire. If we 
don’t have it ‘now we’ll put it on 
our search file and even the rares‘ 
dolls ultimately seem to turn up. 
The dolls on these lists are of 
course one of a kind and greatly 
in demand, so please write soon. 


HUNTING FAR AFIELD 


At present, Eloise Thomas is 
stationed in Germany with her 
husband, Lt. Colonel R. F. Thomas. 
We used to have such good in- 
formative letters from her while 
they livedin Japan, and from back 
stateside also, always with ‘news 
of doll questing. Here are some 
paragraphs cut from several let- 
ters, but all well worth sharing: 


“Arrived here Nov. 27th and 
promptly began looking around 
for old dolls and such. It takes 
a while to make contacts, but I 
found an old bride doll dating 
about 1630-50, all wood carved, al- 
most four feet tall, inset glass - 
eyes, native costume made for 
children in the Wurtemberg Palace. 
Her clothes are worn from ravages 
of time, but she still has beauti- 
fully delicate hands, all quite un- 
usual.” 


“Just acquired a two room doll 
house of the Empire period, a 
little over 100 years old. Even has 
a darling square piano that actu- 
ally plays (out of tune naturally). 
The pieces are of ‘polysander’ 
wood with much veneer work. 

(“There are elaborate hanging 
chandeliers with candles, pictures 
in wide ‘gilt’ frames, bird cage, 
statuary, tiny sewing table and 
fancy sofa. A mwash-stand is com- 
plete with all its proper china 
things, even a tiny lustre pot in- 
side the bedside commode.” 


“Dolls seem scarce. here; found 
a place in Munich, but the prices 
would frighten one! Terrible! 
Wonderful dolls, but priced $300.00 
to $1000.00—away beyond my purse! 


}2 DOLL TALK *¢#eseeeeeesa8eeen9 


“Doll collecting does not seem. 
Many dolls. 


to have reached here. 
were lost during the war and I 
think children have been given 
other old dolls that escaped, just 
to play with, so of course, they get 
broken. Have had a few leads, 
but everyone is awaiting spring 
and warmer weather before look- 
ing in attics, etc. Can’t blame 
them. It is so dank here!” 

“It took quite a while to get 
started in Japan too—but it was 
well worth it, in the contacts, 
friends made, experiences, and the 
resulting fabulous collection of 
Japanese old dolls and accessories 
which I now have!” 


‘S NEWS TO US 
In a Chicago Tribune story 
about Mrs. J. D. McDermott’s 
large collection, this line on an 
Odd Material one—“Hunter, made 
of antelope horns, is example of 
primitive doll.” 


BETTER THAN BRASS OR. 
BOKARAS 


The how and wherefore of camel 
skin puppets play a few lively 
innings as here described by Mrs. 
Frank Glendening. On their trip 
through the Middle East last fall, 
there were a lot of adventures 
such as a seven hundred mile bus 
trip across the Arabian Desert 
from Baghdad to Damascus, and 
also the thrill of mailing their 
Christmas cards from Bethlehem. 
We'll use quotes from the puppet 
story which happily ends in an 
aura of spotlights. 


“I purchased the camel parch- 
ment puppets in the Bazaar of 
Istanbul. A perfectly darling 
woman was escorting us; Frank 
had a letter of introduction to her 
husband. She was so helpful and 
kind—part French and part Greek. 
Well, she had been showing us 
various sections of the Bazaar, 
taking me to the part where beau- 
tiful antique jewelry was for sale 
—and the luscious Oriental rugs. 
I looked and admired, but wasn’t 
getting involved. Quite by chance, 
I saw the puppetsand asked Renee 
to ascertain their price. Her ex- 
pression was a picture when she 
inquired, ‘Are you seriously inter- 
ested in these?’ When she learned 
that I really was, she did the bar- 
gaining for me in Turkish which 
was a big help. That bargaining 
and haggling drives me mad, es- 
pecially when time is so limited. 

“Back home, I have had three 
of the puppets mounted in a fas- 
cinating way. In a large shadow 
box, ‘custom’ made, they are 
mounted between two layers of 
glass. The glass in front is clear, 
the one behind is opaque or trans- 
lucent. Behind that are electric 
lights and when it is lighted, the 
opaque glass diffuses the light and 
the colors in the parchment look 
lovely.” 


NOT SUGAR ‘N’ SPICE 

A French Dictionary published 
in 1696 defines la poupee as “a 
little figure of wood, pasteboard or 
wax representing a child, or a young 
girl, with which children play.”— 
So, that adds another complex to 
the old two—“Oh, what are little 
DOLLS made of? 


: 
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DOLL TALK 


A magazine in miniature, 
published for doll enthusi- 
asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 

Subscription is $1.00 for 
two years. 

Address: 

KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Me. 

Pete Sa ee oe er ee 
KIMPORT WENT GYPSYING 
A BIT 
The picture of Doll Talk editor, 
R.S.M., sitting under a palm tree 


didn’t tell all the story of our 
Florida vacation: 
We're strictly mail order, as 


hundreds of you know, and through 
our letters—to and from—we’ve 
developed a host of friendships. 

This year we thought it a shame 
to speed through all of the towns 
enroute to Florida without even 
saying “howdy” to some of our 
collectors right on our route. So 
we packed two bags of very special 
antique dolls and typed a list of 
addresses. 

If folks were surprised to get a 
phone call from Kimport, they re- 
acted most hospitably, and some 
delightful visits were made by the 
McKims and their dolls. The calls 
had to be brief, with motel reser- 
vations always waiting ahead, but 
many a choice antique once in a 
collectors hands, just had to stay. 

The one drawback of making 
any stops was that all the col- 
lectors in acity coud not be called. 
Its nice to be welcomed and an- 
other time we'll try to see more of 
you Kimport folks. 


But Gypsying is not a Kimport 
pattern. Mostly we will be right 
here in Independence answering 
your letters and trying to send 
just the right dolls for your col- 
lections. When you are on vaca- 
tion maybe you can route through 
old Independence. We'd be proud 
and happy to show you around 
our Kimport. 


- CERTAINLY, “MILDRED” 


When Mildred Pottmeyer sent in 
$3.00 for one of those large doll 
stands, she suggested that we 
might be interested in the heir- 
loom doll for whom it was to be 
used. 

“When my mother and father 
were courting, my grandmother 
donated this beautiful doll to a 
church bazaar. It seems a list of 
girls names were posted and by 
buying one name you got your 
stub for the lucky drawing. Well, 
my mother and father took some 
joint chances and won with the 
name, ‘Mildred.’ They were mar- 
ried and I was their first born. 
As you see, they called me Mil- 
dred and I got the doll. I am now 
51 years old and still have her 
in perfect condition.” . 


LUCKY MRS. A.! 

Mrs. W. M. Ahlstrom shared this 
following bit of thrill, and informa- 
tion: “One of my friends who is a 
dealer in rare books found me an 
1817 American paper doll book 
similar to the English Fuller books. 
I know of only two others and 
neither has doll or costumes; one 
is the property of the American 
Antiquarian Society and the other, 
the New York Public Library.” 
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THE MAYDELL MINIATURES 


“How does she do it?”’—That is 
the question that almost one hun- 
dred percent of us ask when we 
first are confronted with the sheer 
perfection of a Maydell miniature. 
The answer would certainly start 
in the creative mind of (Lithuan- 
ian) Baroness Evelina Maydell who 
has found such satisfaction and 
success in creating exquisite min- 
iatures. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
“Thanks, and I shall take ad- 
vantage of the fact that dolls be- 
yond my price range may be 
paid for within two months on 
my Doll of the Month instead of 
one.” —Marguerite Preston, IIl. 


“You are just too much on the 
ball for me! I no sooner express 
a@ wish than you can fulfill it by 
return mail!” 

—Beatrice Griffiths, Mass. 


DOLL TALK secceesecoeoeccceses 


Last year we ordered specials, 
the tiny courting and wedding 
couples, each in its gilt paper 
covered triptych 2%” tall. The 
slender “Maying” and “June” dol- 
lies themselves are just about 1 
inch, but oh, such artistry. These 
two were pictured just a year ago; 
the only thing here to add is a re- 
duced price on the limited remain- 
ing stock. Instead of $15.00 each, 

No. 35D, “Maying” $11.95 
No. 35B, “June” $11.95. 


“My mother, who is a doll en- 
thusiast from ‘way back, loaned 
me her back issues of Doll Talk 
when I recently discovered an avid 
interest in same. (Inherited vice?)” 

—Patricia Lewis, Calif. 


“We are in the process of build- 
ing a new home and in the upstairs 
hall, there is a wall cabinet de- 
signed to display our dolls to their 
best advantage.” 

--Mrs. W. T. Mattison, S. C. 
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“The nutmeg pedlar is fine and 
made quite a hit with my audi- 
ence. My talk that night was on 
odd materials, and he is a different 
one. 

“Finally decided to put a beard 
on the damaged Indian to hide the 
chin. It was quite successful aside 
from giving me the feeling that I 
may have the only bearded Hindu 
in captivity.” 

—Helen L. Plants, W. Va. 


“T am starting todip afew of my 
dolls in cleaning solvent as they 
are grimy from standing on open 
Shelves and our climate is more 
sooty than in the old days.” 

—Ruth M. Russell, Calif. 


“The trouble with Doll Collecting 
is that there is no end—thank 
goodness!” 

—Catherine Callicott, Tenn. 


“I am looking for a brass headed 
doll like one I had as a child. I 
remember the paint was off in 
places and I used to polish the tip 
of her bare nose by rubbing it on 
the carpet!” 

—Mrs. Erna Brotzen, N. J. 


“At our Home Bureau Hobby 
Show, I exhibited fifteen of my 
collection dolls. I was glad to give 
interested people the name of 
Kimport as I leve to see others 
share the joy of collecting truly 
lovely dolls.” 

—Mrs. Claude Dubree, Illinois 


“Here is my ‘dollah’ for Mexi- 
can Moonshiner (milking the cac- 
tus). I’m temperance, so I'll call 
mine, ‘Mexican Milkman’.” 

—Elma Fetterhoff, Wis. 


“Thanks—The little Mexican 
Moonshiner will do nicely in the 
flower arrangement.” 

—Mrs. Adolph Blome, Ohio 


“I enjoyed my “Godey Lady Doll” 
book very much. It was far more 
wonderful than I expected.” 

—Mrs. E. B. Logan, Mass. 


“My collection of fourteen early 
Japanese Altar dolls came from 
a& museum in Budapest. An offi- 
cial of the Austrian government, 
whom we had entertained in our 
home, secured them for me when 
things there were hbeing sold to 
the public.” 

—Mrs. Betty Fair, Iowa 


“I have received a large Geisha 
girl with magnificent clothing and 
hair-do. Ske wears the wooden 
geta and tabi, the socks with a 
garage for the big toe. There are 
little brass bells hanging in a hole 
underneath the geta. Her name is 
‘Meiko’, pronounced May-ee-ko. I 
was interested to know that the 


_ singular and plural of geta and 


tabi are the same.” 
—Lucile Clay, Fla. 


“T am very pleased with my Cey- 
lon dolls. I know I shall come to 
love them as I become more fami#- 
iar with their country and culture.” 

—Hazel T. Waugh, N. ¥. 


“Our Interdenominational mis- 
sion study on India, Pakistan and 
Ceylon has again centered it’s in- 
terest in the dolls from that area. 
I always find that dolls make the 
study more meaningful.” 

<—Mrs. Raymond M. Veh, Penna. 


NEW NOTE PAPER 


It has to do with dolls—it is 
top class, so-o here it is in Doll 
Talk! . Artist Margaret M. Ken- 
dall has been intrigued with old 
toys and dolls as models for some 


time. 


This new series of five 
groupings is delightfully done. 
Size is 4%x3% inches, vellum 
stock, double fold notes and en- 

Set of ten, No. 37, $1.00 


: velopes. 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 


KIMPORT DOLLS, Independence, Mo. 


